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ng interrupted by war, it becomes the duty of 
very man, to preſent ſuch information a en. | 
iments,” as may reſtore tranquillity, „and ge f 
onfidence, among our citizens; and 

d remove the origin, 


cligion, liberty . 


The writer of this 
zreat importance, is 
* an alarm: 


But as his appeal is to 
and 3 ſolel 


i coolly read p what | ve 


Aker the aoping of our cel 
good men ho 


ed th 


PPP 
3 os . 


ge ** inipired with wiſhes, that no improper aſſoci 
i 5 ations would be entered into. But theſe hope: 
and wiſhes have been of ſhott duration. Demo- 


| detrimental and offenſiye. Detecting their un 
_ lawful conſtitutions, deſign, and tendency, th 
manly good ſenfe of Americans has removed 


85 them, have Dots howev Fer been TY ORE ont 


they have; chiefly plungec 
the confuſions of Lurope; which have diſtreſſed 


Is : Calviniſtical Clergy. As they have not calſumed 
name by which they can be properly deſignated, 


- originated about thirty years ago, and were de- 
ſigned to increaſe. the power, and influence 0 
the clergy. They were projected by Doctor 
Bellamy, Goodrich, Sproat, Williams, dhe 
| In New-England. They were organized by de- 
legations from the Preſbyteries and Aſſociations 
of the clergy, through the then colonies, in as 


the reſpective refidences of the founders would 
Fenn Their conſtirmion. mas formed in Eli 
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bol, 3 Abele ic 1 would 
have been voluntarily aboliſhed. They were al. 
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cratic ſocieties were formed, which have been 


them. Tie nox 


us ſceds of diſeor d ſown by 


But Tocieties, of far more pernicious conſe: 
dies exiſt, which paſs on unnoticed, while 
plunged us into a ſhare. with 


our commerce, and now threaten us with a war 
- Uheſe are, the Monthly Meetings of the 


I Will call chem the Calviniſtic Clubs. Theſe 


entenſive a manner, as the times and diftances o 


ald 
al- 
ei 
DC ; 


kb a Town, is een arid. A een 
as devoted to the ION reg 
phich e Place at oy: time. 


Gand ere was e a to the a 


ae he union of their churches. 5 


1 . Ta 
iMonaries and letters 1 were fent into ever 
the colonies. The: clergy were affociate 


d to- 
ed {i information as ep thought propers 
fre delivered in ROY 
al den d 8 


iſes in the meeting- houſes, but had no ſhar 
the deliberations of che miniſters. 
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The writer of his, "wie" a Jad, on Gn NG 

purnal from the original, in the hand, and by 
niſſion, of the Rev. Dr. Goodfich, of Dur- 3 EE 

am, in MET oo ng the re wane: 740th \ 
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f this aſſe mbling of the clergy. Je weak von = 
id by. Dr: Goodrich, to be wich a view e 8 
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Wort ourument as chat convention, * © 
ther in 1 clubs, which met monthly, and circu- 


At theſe 8 e the politics of che 3 
es were diſcuſſed, and prayers and orations 
parithes where they met 
rotine, which were filled with invectivess 
ainſt thoſe, who had not _— The x Cul CO 


The people, generally . ubm ex- + 
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deli 1 food of the ſeaſon; which be pn 

eured by the pariſhioners, and a day of convivi: 
ity was thus obſerved once a month by the clerg 
= - to their reg and us a of th 
iN Soy. FRY 


—_— Sine * W 8 ad the eſtabliſhment | 
© dur new government, theſe ſocieties have co 
tinued. Before the beginning of the preſent co 
fuſions in France, they were chiefly de vote 
after the late war, to polemic divinity and ecc| 
ſiaſtical controverſies, Some dark and obſcu 
queſtion was given out, as the ſubject of the { 
mon and diſcuſſions, before the 45 meeting 
the elub. In the interim, the members gener. 
ly wrote a diſcourſe up . theme, and prea 
ed it before. their flocks; often, to the offer 
of their beſt friends, who did not wiſh to ha 
the Sabbath, and the time for the aſſembling 
the people together for pious purpoſes, deve | 
: "00 doubts and difputations. gp 


Brem hence, in part, Deiſm ba e 
ther States. The clergy: exhibited the chriſt 
religion, as being full of myſteries and uninte 

gible opinions. The thoughtful and ſagacic 
diſcovered ſuch jarrings in ee that th 
doubted the j propriety of the doctrines of 
clergy. Argumentatiohs, contradictiohs war 
and diſunion ſucceeded. The older divi 
W Wrote, and ſold the ee of f. pic 


x). 
: . > 


» ſentiments of theſe fathers. And the ſimple: 


niſſed ſuch teachers. 


ed to attend to the deiſtical writings of Ethan 


iniſtie Clubs. Long taught, and wiſhing to 
eve, that the church of Rome was anti- chriſt, 
6 Pepe the Beaſt of the Revelation, and the 
* 
ca 
fen 
ha 
ing 
votf 


ed, prev:ous to the fulfilment of the eternal 


clubs, were now moſt buſily engaged to 
gon that glerious period. Dr. Langdon, 


= urried to the preſs, leſt death ſhould over- 
it 


rift! 
inte 
racic 
2 | 

it th 
of t 


tit of his labors. He predicted that the 


e celebrity of the Doctor and his book, 
employment for the clubs. Dr. Linn and 


Fre obſtinate, the younger were tenacious o 


lies, becauſe the people revolted againſt, and 


n; and Philofophy and Liberality, were very. 
ionable, when the revolution began in France. 
re a new employment was found eut for the 


m of Catholics, Babylon which is to be deſ- 
ce, that the Millenium ſhould come, when» _ 
Calviniſts were to reign in church and ſtate. 
crly Preſident of Cambridge College, had 3 
ten a diſſertation upon the prophecies, which 
him before the purchaſers had received the 
of France, and the Marquis de la Fayette, 


d be the deliverers of the French nation; ; 
civil and ſpiritual bondage. 


u inexperienced, were thus ſacrificed with their 


n this ſituation, many of the laity, were pre- 


Nh 


b | an for avarice — farget = 


: thiaſiafin for ak aalen. and. printed: theſ 
— ranks alſo. + 67“ 55 
5 The 5 prayers, etters, and convert] 
tion of the clergy, at firſt, very univerſally $ 
voured the French aFairs:: Plandering of t| 
_ catholic: churches, their deſtruction, and the dif 
ſtruction of private property, among che rich 
the catholic countries, was too ee a mai , 


4 


1 e 3 by ah oth Coirin 
I grides to war and revolutions, * ieee g 
. _ England was alatmed. France | 
hopes from our proceedings. that in caſe of 
_ ceflity we ſhould unite: our forces with theirs, 
| TY royalty, nobility, and religion. 


Dr. Price not lon Hike) his death, nach 
tha he had lives to fee the day, when the fla 
of liberty was kindled in France. Dr. Priefti 

alſo redoubled his activity, in blowing the cc 
bof ſedition. Theſe two gentlemen, had enc 
raged revolutionary ſocieties in England, and 
diſſenters there, were buſy in forming clubs 
excite inſurrections. They had alſo correſpo 
ed with the Preſidents of the New- England 
leges, and che Calviniſtic clubs, for my yea 


Dr. Langdan, being alked at a a Calvini 
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E French revolution? anſwered in an exulting 


us ſentiment Was extenſively diffuſed. | 


ft The Colleges had long before FOR been kin | 
' thilto the confederacy of the clubs, and the in- 


uctors and pupils, generally. difleminated 


| meaſures n by thas nation. Wo 8 Ag, 


— _— x 


ritWate an attachment to the French. Gratitude  -| 
cal: the pretext. The death of the king and his 

- wifÞpily,—the meaſures. and outrages of French- 

ign, were paſſed by, in theſe clubs, as neceſ- 

's, ., and permitted by God himſelf for wiſepur» 


ſes. Mr. Barlow's Ode to the Guillotine, and 


cult! acquired fame ay the. Calviniſtie clubs, , | 
fAaqWm having once been of their body, and having 2 
ie e Dr. Watts's book of pſalms and hymns, 


cf adapted them to the PIRIE Auen of 
nco nneckicut. „„ 3 


ubs The fuftuaring.e events of * war, the cont re- 
po tions of the humane and merciful, tie uncers 
d n iflue of French affairs, now began to alter 


public ſentiment. The clergy, "caſt out of 


* in \ Portſinoddh, what was his opinion,, 4 5 
nner, © that it was the work of the. Lord. 


ench principles and prejudices, in favour: of e 


very engine was: now feel ion to acce- 


Political Works, were read with ecclat. He 


nr in their e ene en- . 
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ed the fate of Hen; to the wiſdom and diſer 
ion of the Almighty, when they * 0 
| ould not Tow him 1 1 1 b ew fide. 


"T0 this c an alteration i in Weit 0 
mons, prayers, and deliberations. The pend 
lum of opinion and exertion, vibrated with ſlo: 
motion, and at laſt an almoſt total change toc 
5 2 Preſident Willard, of Cambridge C 
ege, gave the lead to this. He confeſſed that 
was aſhamed of his late doings, and that he h 
now to make amends to the Public, by. his 
[Ss zeal to e mo ane 5 


While ak things were rranfating, the C 
Jin clubs and colleges were buſy, in their : 
ſpective neighbourhoods, in ſeanning the doi 
and opinions of thoſe who were not of their cr 

munities. Such as oppoſed democratic focieti 

were repreſented as attached to monarchy, in « 

7] i to cruſh their neee a Rn 

n 8 


As the a are 1 ee 2 ſt 
3 notice of their proceedings, in t 
particular, was given to Gnv.' Samuel Adan 
in the moſt reſpectſul terms, that he might as © 

of the directors of Cambridge college, by vir 
of his office, in a manly. manner, check the 0 
| breaking of diſcord among ꝓrofeſſors of Ch: 
4 tianity, in conſequence of the miſchievous dou 


TTY 


2 n He was as Weges Tf acRea, to 
efent this notification to ' Prefident Willard, 


rd aſſumed new haughtineſs vpon the occaſion. 

pe Preſident's being choſen 
es, who maintain their own ſuceeſſion, are 

t 25 far under popular controul, as to liſten 

dediently to public . e juſtice. They there“ 

re often A Ge emfckre 

reſentment me Heere. 


22 


e odiouſneſs of attempts to ſcatter political þ 


loinfWproaching, when the (money and) libertiesof afl 
con, were to be laid at the fect of the Colleges and 
ietiWlviniſtic clubs. The clergy. had determined. 


origin and . moſt dan er 
ltical clubs. e 4 „ 


Lee poverand eget of the me wwea 
en an arduous and almoſt impracticable taſk. 
Tyranny in alt religion is the fame. It may 
etimes, proceed with. more rapid motion, 


others. FO ous 


ie this he negleRed'to de; and Preſident W. 


| by incorporated 


5 N 5 : 


Informigon: was given to ahve Colleges, u 


dices among the ſtudents, againſt ſome of our 
| men in the States, becauſe they were not 
alviniſts; bot without effect. The millenium was 


at the milleniam muſt and ſhould come. Tha - 
ve I preſented, in as ſhort a manner as poflible, qi 


be great. To check their ambition, has ever 


extend its bane ful PO e . LY 


0 48 ; 


: DircQors of tha conſciences ;' poſſeſſing ti 
keys of knowledge; they have eaſy acceſs to thi 
| hearts: and confidence of the people. In Ne 
England, the nature of the firſt emigrations, ſt 
| tlements, and eſtabliſnments, gave the clerg 
great ſway. They had therefore taken-opportu 
nities to eſtabliſh ee and their families 
wealth, and power, by their zeal in politic 
and their oppoſition to the parent ſtate. The 
had aſſumed to themſel ves, the ſtation of pec 
liar and favourite people of the Lord, and 
|] Fgravity of motion, and demureneſs of counte 
3 ws had Kept the people at a great diſtance. 
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Coming the rk men, and directing the politi 
of the country in every period, they had unit 
a formidable body with them among the lai 
| - who received votes and preferments at the v 
1 bf the clergy. This united phalanx it was da 
1 gerous to attack, while they had church cenſu 
| | And diſcipline, and civil offices at their comma 
5 to beſtow upon their followers, or inflict up 
1K the firm and virtuous, who would not ſell thi 
| eonſciences, religion, and country for gold a 
- preferment, or dared to doubt the ae, 
N . of the miniſters. 5 
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3 | Theſe pace 3 and habits, 
. 


} 
be | . ble, and dangerous, after the clergy x ere eme & 
Rm. died i in the Calyiniſic clubs. WO 


| SO new ſtrength, and became more formid 


* 


: 09 


an; to. gain further power and avchority to the 


ti 


> th „Dr. Witherſpoon, Preſident of the Col 
(I $ N Jerſey propoſed, and the clergy adopt- 


concerts of prayer, to be held quarterly. | 
eſe were to haſten. the millenium, and were 


ſet 


erg 

ri ot an other order of Calviniſtic clubs. Made 
es Pen becauſe they were of foreign growth, 
ricMthey were borrowed from Scotland, while the 
The DN were of American Invention. . 


oo WE. at 
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he 3 oat; and importance now ex- 
ited, by ſo great acquiſitions of powerful en- 
es in war and ſtate affairs, as theſe clubs were, 
ended many good men. They ſpoke without” 

niet againſt them. Deiſm ſpread. The clergy 

ni id not check it. It was too uſeful in caſe of 
laidfſir and ſpoil to be parted with. Paine's opin- 


ec 
d | 
Ute 
. 


e Vs in revolution and politics, had been conſi- 8 


od as almoſt divine oracles by the clergy.—- 
s tenets were now received as. infallible, juſt, 
true, upon all ſubjects. To be under his 

dard, and one of his followers, was a popu- 
object. Many borrowed plumes, and made 
mſclves. brilliant, from his ſuppoſed merit. 
e varying progreſs of his affairs have tended 

eed to check his conſequence, and he will in 
> time, retire from the ſtage of action here, 
| afſociate with many, who have become great 
y. becauſe they could ſcribble in promoting 
mis and revolutions, | Time can "Gly rar. 
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upt 
the 


who 1 4 eaten eon Pai 


had been ſo hardy as to 90 their duty to thei 
dliction to the artful plans of the clergy, to ſecur 


public property and laws, to ſerve ene 


the damage of others. 


l their controul over the freedom. of the preſs, an 
 #Hemipis to flop the channels of communication, b 
Which information may reach our fellow citizc 
at large, are among the ſmaller offences, tha 

| ad. NEO din; _ ; 9 

1 ng ruled by the Preſident of the College, 
a Monarch. The caution and politeneſs of the 
the reſpectful are pb of the members 0 


the influence of the clubs, of uncles, brothers, 


ficient to. 1 ite? duties, he will not 


” 14 5 5 


or the Calvi niſtic clubs. 


| Theſe clubs be: bande above nomination 
for m „ and: denounced good men 


elections, wi were not their adherents, wh 


conſtituents, country, and poſterity, in contra 


The Wiel and ine a fall 
e of the clergy, from one club to another, 


have originated from air e deliberation 


Fp on eve xttien 


Governor, the great age of many of tlie council 
the lower Houſe, the ſubmiſſion of the clergy 


couſins, and poets of former and preſent pupil: 
have given him almoſt unlimited 1 Bob 


. 5) 105 


ae the winks; of cares too Alkzeult or * 
| ars, health or inclination; but will accept the 
bnity of ruling with the united One be: an ec- 
Gaſtic and 3 | f 


To cit the Influence, to rente che! num- 
r and power of theſe clubs, miſſions have been 
med, and miſſionaries ſent into all the frontier - 
ru of the States. To propagate religion is the 
etext, and the people have not been back war 
ee the pious work, with their money 
{ prayers. The foundation for this affertion 
undeniable. With theſe miſſions and cubs, 
alſo to extend the politics of Price and Prieft< 
The prophecies of Langdon, and the ſyſ- 
is of divinity written for wealth, power, and 
e, by Edwards, Bellamy, Hopkins, and Welt. | 


-ontroverted divinity, F rench politics, 1 
advancement of a few ſyſtem mongers, _ 
far directed the prayers, ſermons, miſſions, 
IDcranons and determinations of theſe clubs.” 


no inſtance have they fooghs by 2 
lanations and conceſſions, by good offices, can- 
, and benevolence, to do away the prejudices 


8 0 
roy divide the chriſtian ee Theſe have 

ers in increaſed, and 1 eee _ 8 
pil: ton by their uſurpatives;”” | 7 
Sut- c 


reat loſſes of . property | have aten 


* 16 . 5 

. to ge 1 projects of theſe clubs. 

Governments have had much trouble from tha 

plans, to obtain laws, which would give th 

1 eſtabliſhments in property, and 1 ar > 
5 "wy as to their be | 


. — 


5 1 ce of he Nn land ” Orig 0 ha 
e artfully and ſucceſsfully e the lawful pet 
tions of other profeſſors of 5 for | 
* eee of their end e 
Indeed no Safe has taken 8 wit 
the revolution of thirty years, in the ſtates, whi 
bas been offenſive, and cauſed the interference 
legiſlatures, either to preſerve or. deſtroy. | 
religious liberties: of other denominations, þ 
What the Calviniſtic clubs . taken an act 
and buſy * in. 


8 of x power, 0 i, proud ee th 
5 influence and ſucceſs, they have in all parts 
the ſtates, rekindled animoſities, that ought 
ver to have taken pe: 
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1 bs ede become a 1 "ak I . 
and to reflect upon the unconſtitutional, dang 
ous, and deſtructive nature, tendency and iff 
of theſe political ſocieties. Societies who opp 
the laws, and religious liberty, except only whi 
they can er , e al to en, 
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> Mr: is an undverlal une t = upon all to com- 

th unicate the information preſented in this mort 8 
mark. If rhe Calviniſtic clubs proceed umheeded, . 
ava uneontrovled, this nation will conſtantly 3 ** 


icion:— Wars at home, tumults abroad; de- 
7 ha 


A our a Portion. 5 
r Xo 
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nbition, or avarice, preſent a probable method, 
which the members of theſe clubs, their ſons, 
phews, and favorites, may be made rich an 


ite of rulers « or of law. 
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es, 


Inge _ any right of conſcience: | It is to 
abliſh law and peace. Fhey are ſelf-created,, 


conſtitutional, dangerous, detrimental, and 
arts ti-chriſtian. * They ſupport erronequs opin- | 
ht Wns—provoke deiſm, annthilate good-will, en- 


nger the national peace, and Pe 20 
grade me hanonal honor. | 


angt | This" the: power ww infuonch of theſe libs. 
Whit { Colleges bf Cambridge and New-Haven are 


ntinued under the eee of a party, notwith- 
anding that they were endowed and founded, 


mate and donations of men of different reli igious 


rience, the pernicious effects of difcord ane 


adation of legiſlatures, N Us, eee will 5 


Whenever folly,” nadeln, belt wil, ra” 


eat, they will be directed to thoſe r in 


To diffolve or aboliſh choſe 3 is not to n | 


d have always been ſhpported by the public 
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N veited from its original deſign, as a ier i! 
5 tuti »n, open for all to become pupils, Nee 


them, 1 glebes in Vermont were ſeized upo 


Ts 15 1 
Th . them, Daremoued College 


and 8 r and MES; es 2 


7 OO 1 che hes of the epi 4 
ehurch, in Newhampſhire, are detained from ti 
lawful proprietors, by private treſpaſſers. Thi 
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by WEL glare, contrary to law, to grati 
deifts, to defeat the pious. uſes they we 
devoted ta, Ay valid, grants. and: charters. 
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Through them, two petitions have been d 
lanes for a long time, in the legiſlature of Con 
necticut. One, for incorporating the epiſcop: 

Acadamy i in Cheſhire; another, fo the purpal 

of legally receiving, and taking care of certai 
1 bequets and donations, beſtowed by individual 
for the ſupport af a branch $0 the choſen rs 

f hood | in that State, B˙ꝛ— 


Tro“ - N 3 are paſſed b 
on the part of the legiſlatures of Vermont an 
N. Hampſhire, while men eminent in that State 
openly juſtify che violent ſeizure of the glebes 
upon the plea of power, if not of right, There 
50 he rivilege of ſoliciting by legal trial for 
e GE: 6h glebes, is taken from the epil | 
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kicut, have 9 5 
n ſold to private perſons, at a Ley IU 
people of that State. 5 a 


hrough-rher, the Saar of Conte@icu hs .- 
n led to refign to the College in N. Haven, 7 
5 thouſand pounds of . property, while 
offices of that inſtitution, can be held only by 
Tonalifts, and all the ſtudents are com- Se 
ed to atrend the religious exerciſes of the 
ege, without any reſpect to the wiſhes, 
pions, or creeds of either Parents or Pepi. 
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kroughe them, Jaws have been enafted none... 
7-Hampthire, Vermont, Maſſachuſetts, and 
necticut, to give Congregationaliſts opportu- 
s to tax whole townſhips for religious pur- 

J white Congregarionoliſts, thus have ob- 
d an ex ent to advance themſelves, by. — 
ribure o men of other religious perſuaſions. „ 
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pAcers in Tale - College are bales, while thi 
have ſubſcribed to a Teſt AR, to qualify. thei 
for their offices. Thro' them, religion is pl 
verted from its ſpiritual benefit to temporal pu 
poſes, and degraded to the ſiniſter deſigns = 
deiſts, bigots, and. ſeekers for place. 5 


5 Thro- them, the zcquieſcence of others wi 
the laws of our common country, as to FE 
liberty, our cuſtoms as to liberality, candor, c 


6 moderation, and confidence, i in religion, i 
defeated. j ᷑ [Vw et con 


Signer College FO 8 25 e 
the Legiſlatures for correction, pariſhes and 
ligious ſocieties have given up ancient and uſe 
ulages; ſtateſmen have been promoted and enco 
aged. Theſe reſignations, are calls to coal 
ſcence, but deception and new tyrannies he 
only been the return they have met with, thi 
che power and influence of the Calviniſtic clu 


"Theſe ; inventions of haughty, . 7 
ſevering men, have too long diſturbed the pu 
e peace; they have degraded religion to 
_ purpoſes of ſelfiſhneſs, and therefore ought to 
"abandoned, The cure is at hand; neglect 
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E refident Dwight for more al twenty years; = 
been 'a writer in the newſpaper upon many 
ints, where he wiſhed to forward alterations. 
He attacked the conſtitution of the College, 
ile it was directed by Doctor Stiles, and ec- 
ſiaſtics only. Laymen are now introduced, 
F we muſt believe without a violation of cha- 
„ that if a Preſident, who was not an Ed- 
dean, had been elected, that he would have 
oully ſought to place that inſtitution upon the 
ze liberal foundation with other Colleges.» 
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ll merit be neglected? youth taught prejudis 
and permitted to circulate them through - 
nation, in order to pleaſe the Prefidens, 


u'llh to gain diplomas, and flattering recommen- 
n-"Wons to ſchools or pulpits? Ought not the 
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all the ties of religion, confanguinity, and 
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© colleges in ſupport of polemic divinity,” a 
___ controverſies and perſecutions 8 me 
1 . opinions, in R 


in ſupport of the favorite tenets they have rf 
pectively adopted—Minifſters have violated 
the laws of candor, prudence, and charity, 
een argumentations and writings againſt ea; 
-- | Other. Favorite civilians have been exali 
into public offices, as the parties they have 

I pouſed have gained the ſuperiority of numbel 
Who always unite at tne eletions—-Individu 


peace of neighbourhoods has been deſtroyed, 
. alien ſubject . 


Colleges have i war againſt 580 -oth 


have broke friendſhip with each other,. and 


the diſputes they have 3 in ND me 


n mort, but few interruptions of the ublic tr; 


4 quility take place, but in conſequence of the 
Vinity, which is adopted and taught by ambiti 


champions. Colleges and pariſhes change t 


creeds with the times, as new leaders 5 appt 
who have gained fame, for their talents in 


ſpecies of learning or influence, in the wars 
politics of the ſeaſon: Eccleſiaſtical courts, 
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